1. DO remember that it takes FOUR MONTHS for a dog to settle into its new surroundings.  Try not to pressure the dog to work with you too much or expect anything from the dog during this time.

2. DO act like you get a new dog in your house every day of the week.  It's no big deal.  This is hard because you're nervous yourself but it's SO important.  If you are nervous and uptight the dog will get nervous and uptight also.

3. DON'T touch the dog.  LET THE DOG COME TO YOU in its own good time.  When a Basenji is in a new environment the only thing that's familiar to them is the immediate space around their own body.  This space becomes inviolate to the dog.  If you drop something next to the dog, either wait for the dog to move, or, if it's edible, kiss it good-bye.  Try not to make quick movements with your hands or body that might startle the dog.

4. DO talk to the dog a LOT.  Use your natural voice.  Tell the dog what a raw deal she got in getting dumped from its old home but this is what you're going to do to try to make the dog happy with you.  This may sound dumb but what you're doing is getting the dog used to your voice and helping it to learn to read your body language.  The faster the dog learns this the quicker it can start to settle in, so talk to it a LOT.

5. DON'T act in any way sympathetic toward the dog.  Yes, they're miserable, but dogs don't understand sympathy.  The minute your voice gets sympathetic, the dog's immediate reaction is "Uh oh, something's wrong.  The dog is already in a "something's wrong" situation in having to be re-homed.  You don't want to add to its problem.

6. DON'T expect ANYTHING from the dog.  The only thing you want to do during these first weeks is to show the dog your basic leadership skills.  Just the stand tall, self-assurance type traits for now that help the dog understand you know what you're doing.

7. DO have the dog SIT before you set their meals down by the second or third day.

8. DO pet and cuddle your other dogs a lot, if you have them.  It's VERY important for them to realize they have not been displaced and for the new dog to see you cuddling with them.  Make certain the new dog follows the same rules as the other animals.  Whether or not he knows them.  He'll learn them quickly.

9. DO remove all toys if there is another dog in the home.  Let the dogs adjust to each other before adding the stress of squabbling over toys.  If you can't help yourself, provide toys while the dogs are individually crated.

10. As you are providing attention and cuddles, DO be aware if you are causing tension between dogs.  Ownership or protection of "my" human can cause disagreements.  Leave the area and avoid aligning yourself with any one dog to reduce the stress.

11. DO pay personal attention to the dog when they begin to ask for it, but be cautious.  Some Basenjis want attention but then revert to fear when you reach out to them, as they're still unsure of your movements and what they mean.  Reach out slowly with your palm up and watch the dog carefully.  If they look the least bit tentative, stop.  Don't jerk your hand back; just stop your hand wherever it is.  If the dog IS tentative, the dog will turn away.  Then you can pull your hand back slowly.

12. DO expect the dog to become a "Velcro dog" the first weeks.  They have been abandoned once and don't want to let you out of their sight for fear it means they've been abandoned again.  Just try not to fall over the dog if it really sticks close.  You can tell how well a dog is adjusting by when it starts letting you out of its sight and for how long.

13. Should the dog growl at you for ANY reason, stand (if you aren't already), turn your back to the dog, and slowly walk away.  Should the dog try to nip you as you're walking away just STOP and stand still, ignoring the dog completely.

14. Keep a leash or long line of some sort (I use cotton clothes line rope dipped in Bitter Apple) attached to her collar at all times when she's in the house.  New Basenjis tend to try to find a place that they can claim as "theirs".  It may be an overstuffed chair, the couch, the bed, etc.  You don't want this to happen.  If she growls while she's on any piece of furniture, tell her “OFF!” and use the long line to pull her off.  Don't jerk the line, just pull gently but firmly until she's off.  When she is off, then you may invite her back up if you so desire but it's important she knows she has boundaries and limits.

15. DON'T ever expect a Basenji to be grateful that you rescued it.  To the dog, you are the bad guy.  You took it away from the only home it knew.  What you DO need to do is gain the dog's trust.  When you have done that, THEN you will have a grateful dog.

16. Basenjis will bolt through any open doors.  DO know that your new Basenji is in your control before opening any doors.  Trying to catch an escaped, scared, unfamiliar Basenji is nearly impossible.  Check first so you won't cry later.

